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This controversial study isolates and identifies the intellectual, social, and political assumptions which surrounded English music in the early-20th century. The authors deconstruct the established meanings of music in this period, arguing that music was not just for the elite, but it had come to represent a stronghold of national values, reflecting the reassuring "Englishness" of middle-class life as well.
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Rejecting in principle the argument that "Great Music" can never be heard in political terms, freelance historian Hughes and Emeritus Professor of History Stradling (U. of Wales) argue that a self- appointed "oligarchy" of judgment constructs the definitions, categorizations, and assessment of music that, at their most blatant, allow successful campaigns for a national music which support and advance a homophonic, chauvinist collectivism. They analyze this construction of an English national music, by both musicians and critics, as it interplayed with politics, class divisions, and England's international rivalries. Distributed by Palgrave. Annotation c. Book News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com)
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